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INTRODUCTION


After dealing with appropriate and inappropriate relationships, Jesus discussed faulty religious practices. Then, He began to discuss personal attitudes or values: where to store things you value (6:19-24), what to value (6:25-34), and evaluation of self and others (7:1-6). Last week, we discussed where to store things we value. Today, let us examine what He has to say to His People about what we should value and store up in Heaven—both then and now.

I.
THE TREASURES THAT WE VALUE (vv. 25-30)
1.
We are overly concerned with our life.
(1)
We worry about what we shall eat or drink.

Jesus gives us comfort with the example of the birds and God’s provision. Jesus reminds us that we are much more valuable than birds.

(2) We worry about how long we shall live.

Jesus reminds us that we cannot add a single hour to our life.
2. We are overly concerned with our body.
(1)
We worry about what we shall wear.

Jesus gives us comfort when He reminds us that God provides the lilies of the field with a beautiful bloom for one brief day but that the lilies end up being used for fire in cooking ovens. He cautions us that what covers the body may last for a short time, but the destination of our life is far more important.
(2) We worry about how we look.

Jesus reminds us that God provides that fleeting beauty—even if for only that one day—and that even Solomon in his splendor could not match it. He cautions us that our beauty should come from God doing His work within and through us, not from what we wear.

II.
THE PROBLEM WITH THESE TREASURES (vv. 31-32)
1. These earthly treasures cause us to worry because they do not last.
We show no more faith in our future than do the pagans, who “run after these things.” Here, Jesus compares His followers to pagans, not the scribes & Pharisees.

2. These earthly treasures reveal a seriously flawed perspective.

We do not trust God to provide for our daily needs. If we really trusted God, we would not worry about these daily necessities. Jesus reminds us that God is aware of our needs before we ask.

III.
THE TREASURES THAT GOD WANTS US TO VALUE (v. 33)

1. The Kingdom of God must always take priority in our lives.

2. The righteousness of God is far more valuable than food or clothing.
We must have proper priorities and value what God values to store up treasures in Heaven. If we keep a proper perspective on life, God will take care of other matters. A song says, “Don’t worry; be happy.” Jesus says, “Don’t worry; be righteous.”

CONCLUSION


Let us never forget that our righteousness must exceed that of the scribes and Pharisees. Worry about food and drink and clothing shows a lack of faith in God. Righteous people do not waste energy worrying about such things. They simply trust God to take care of them. In verse 34, Jesus tells us not to worry about tomorrow: “Let tomorrow worry about itself!” We are to keep our focus on living a righteous and holy life for God today.

“I have decided to follow Jesus. (3X) No turning back. (2X)
The world behind me, the cross before me. (3X) No turning back. (2X)
Tho’ none go with me, I still will follow. (3X) No turning back, no turning back.”
